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Ts HE following is an Abridge- 
ment of a Narrative, which in the 
year 1758 was publiſhed by the Re- 
verend Mr. Thompſon, of his Miſhon 
to the Coaſt of Gumea. His pro- 
ceedings in North America, and other 
- unintereſting matters, are omitted. 
What has been retained, may pro- 
bably afford ſome information rela- 
tive to the inhabitants of that part 
of Africa, to which the public en- 
quiry has of late been fo forcibly 
attracted. 
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MEM OIRsS, Ge. 


IN the year 1751, after having been five 
years employed in Eaſt Jerſey, in America, 
as miſſionary from the Venerable Society de 
propaganda fide, I obtained their conſent, 
for my making a trial with the natives of the 
Guinea coaſt, in Africa, in order to ſee what 
hopes there would be of introducing the 
Chriſtian religion among them. On the 25th 
November, 1751, I embarked in a brigantine 
called the Prince George, commanded by 
Milliam illiams, bound for Guinea. Cap- 
tain Williams had a negro youth whom he 
had brought from Africa, for education, a 
grandlon of Peter, King of Cape Monte; he 
had cauſed him to be baptiſed, and was now 
carrying him home. 
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On the 27th we put to ſea, and after twen- 
ty-five days of turbulent weather, we made 
the ifle of Ferro, one of the Canaries; in 
purſuing our voyage among thele iſlands, it 
was oblerved one morning, that the ſhip's 
rigging had gathered a red ſand ; and as we 
were not in view of any land, it could only 
be conjectured, that the wind muſt have 
drifted it off from the Pike of Teneriſe.— 
January 8, we came within the mouth of 
the river Gama, and, the day following, 
got up to James Fort. — In the evening of 
the 26th we weighed, but did not get to ſea 
till two days after. Our men began to fall 
ſick, and, in the courſe of that week, half 
of them were ſo ill, that they could not 
ſtand to the ſhip's work. — On February gd, 
we made the highlands of Sierra Leone, and 
the next day came to an anchor at the Ba- 
nanas, which zre beautiful little iflands ly- 
ing near the coaſt, 

* + 

February 11, J quitted the Prince George, 
and removed into the Weſtmoreland, Foſep/r 
Wilſon maſter. On the 25th, I went in a 
{mall veſſel with one Captain Crawford, up 


a river, which brought us into a part of the 
| country 


1 

country called the Souſes ; we landed at the 
town of Quire, and the next day, having 
walked to another town named Tuanta, I 
baptiſed three Mulatto children, at the re- 
queſt of the Traders. The Souſes are a 
mixt people, of Pagans and Mandingos, who 
are a Mahometan lect. At Quzre I obſerved 
an old Mand:ngo teaching ſome children in 
the ſtreet, who had their leſſon written in 
Arabic, on a board; and I was told he did 
this out of charity, and for God's ſake, and 
not for fee or reward. I went from Quire 
up into the country, to a town called Mon- 
copo, and in the way thither had a bridge to 
paſs over which was made with bundles of 
ſticks, laid upon crols ſtakes, very long and 
high, but ſo narrow, that I could only creep, 
in ſome parts of it, upon hands and knees, 
— The town is ſaid to be three miles in cir- 
cumference, but the houſes are ſcattered. 
It is the reſidence of a mango or King. The 
name of, the monarch at that time was Dan- 
di he was reported to be rich ig flaves, 
yet he commonly appeared in a very ordi- 
nary garb; and the account I received of his 
charatter was, that he was almoſt always 
drunk, and often laid out in the ſtreets all 

e night, 
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night, On the 12th of March we ſet ſail 
from Sierra Leone, and after touching at 
different places, we came at length into the 
road at Cape-coaſt caſtle, the principal Englir/ht 
ſettlement on the coaſt of Guznea. On the 
Sunday following my arrival, I preached in 


the chapel of the caſtle before the governor, - 


Thomas Melvil, Eſq; and officers, and Cabo- 
ſheer Cudjoe, who was the chief of Cape-coaſt 
town. On the ſame day I baptized one whate 
and one mulatto child; and, on the next 
Sunday two more mulatto children. The 
town of Cape-coaſt, which by the Blacks is 
called Igwa, contains a great number of in- 
habitants. Cudjo, whom I mentioned as 
chief of this place, is only ſo, as to his 


wealth and influence, for. he had declined | 


the kingſhip, and recommended his younger 
brother, C, to the el&tion of the people. 


Cudjo, though far advanced in years, was 
a very ſtout man; and, having been conver- 
fant with the Engliſi tongue, not only ſpoke 
it well, but had a tolerable knowledge of 
many things relative to the government, and 
other aftairs of England, His ſon Frederick 
was brought to London ſome years ago, with 
| | another 
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another young man, the fon of John Cu. 
rantee, the Caboſheer of Anamaboe; and 
both of them received their education under 
the Reverend Mr. Territ, of the Temple. — 
I preached to the Blacks, for the firſt time 
at Cudjo's houſe. I appointed to be there 
in the morning; but when I came, was diſ- 
appointed of my audience. The matter was 
this; there had been a pallaver, i. e. a cauſe 
tried there; and the Pinzns, or old men, who 
are the judges of the town, had, according 
to cuſtom, drank ſo freely of ſtrong liquors, 
that when the buſineſs was over, and the 
Court broke up, Cudjo ſent them all home 
to ſleep it off; and told them, they might 
come in the afternoon, and he would ſpeak 
to me, to meet them. — J had then a large 
audience, who behaved very orderly. —I 
preached to them on the nature and attri- 
butes of God, his providence, and of a ſuture 
tate, by means of an interpreter I had taken 
care to provide; but, after coming to ſpeak 
upon the Chriſttan Religion, ſome of them 
made a motion to go away; but I deſired. 
their patience a little longer, and they were 
fo civil as to fit till I had done. — Having 
well conſidered of the propereſt method I 

could 
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could take for the inſtruction of the Blacks, 


I judged it belt, not to inſiſt much at firſt 
upon points of Chriſtzan doctrine; but to 


ſtrike at their falſe worſhip, and endeavour 


to convince them of their abſurd notions, 


and expole the folly of their 1dolatrous and 


ſuperſtitious rites; that if poſſible, I might 
diſengage their minds from theſe, for the re- 
ception of Divine Truths. But, as the Car- 
tefrans ſay of nature, that it abhors a vacuum, 
this certainly is true of the human mind. — 
There muſt be ſomething thrown in, while 


there is ſomething drawn out. The lie can- 


not be fully diſproved, till the truth is told, 
— In this caſe, then, I was to prefent them 
with a general view of Chriſtianity, but to 
labour chiefly for the confutation of their 
errors, and thence proceed to eſtabliſh the 


other. The great idol of the Cape-conſt 


Blacks is a Rock, behind the Caſtle. This 
rock they call Taberah. Whether the Chril- 
tian obſervation of Sunday has determined 
the ſame day to the Blacks, I cannot ſay; 
but, on every Sunday they make an offering 
to Taberah : this offering is of cankee, which 
is their bread mixed with palm-oil. This is 


a ſtated cuſtom, but it is alſo performed oc- 
| caſionally 
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caſionally at other times; but in ſpecial 
caſes, ſuch as ſome great diſtreſs by ſickneſs, 
want of rain, or apprehenhon of famine, 
they ſacrifice a ſheep or goat; and when the 
ſea is tempeſtuous for ſeveral days together, 
ſo that they catch no fiſh, they conſider this 
as a token of their idol's diſpleaſure. The 
victim being killed, and cut in pieces, ſome 
part of it is thrown upon the rock, which 1s 
ſuppoſed to be eaten by Taberah; though 
the truth is, that it has been devoured by 
ſome great birds which hover about the 
place. As to the other parts of the fleſh, 
the people dreſs them for their own eating, 
and ſitting in a circle enjoy the feaſt. At a 
ſmall diſtance from this 1s another rock, but 
not ſo large; this is called Taberah meiyeer, 
or Taberah's wife. But what honours, or 
whether any are paid to this lady, I am not 
informed. — The Blacks, when they are ri- 
diculed for being lo ſenſeleſs as to worſhip a 
one, pretend, that it is not the rock to 
which they make their offerings, but a /et/h 
of being which inhabits there, and which 
ſome of them aſſert to have ſeen frequently. 
But, on the other hand, they conſtantly 
ſpeak of the rock itſelf, by that name ſimply, 
never 


1 


never calling it Taberali nie, or N "ada'n, 
to diſtinguiſh it as his houſe, ſo jeſuitical 
is idolatry among Pagans, as well as Chr ſti- 
ans. As it was my intention to be as much 
at Anamaboe. as at Cape-coaſt, the diſtance 
between them being only about four leagues, 
I ſefit to John Courantee, to acquaint him, 
that being appointed by an honourable So- 
ciety in England, to come to thoſe parts for 
the inſtruction of the natives in good prin- 
ciples of religion, I only waited an opportu- 
nity to offer myſelf for that ſervice to the 
people of his town, and hoped that I might 
do this with his permiſſion. But this deſign 
did not meet with any encouragement. Cudjo 
having obſerved to me, on the utility of a 
School, and that the people would be glad 


to have their children educated in ſome 


kind of learning, -I told him, if it was' a 
thing deſired by the inhabitants, they ſhould 


provide a ſchool-houſe, and I would take 


the buſineſs upon myſelf till there ſhould 


be a maſter, if the ſociety ſhould think pro- 
per to ſend one. The people then agreed 


to build a {ſchool houſe and were to ſet about 
it, as ſoon as they had made their cuſtom; 


tha | 
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chat is, a great ceremonial or annual jubilee, 
upon the firſt eating of new yams. 


AFTER this parade was over, I expected 
that the /chool houſe would have been begun. 
But finding no preparation made toward it, 
I hired a room at my own charge, and ſeve- 
ral young blacks came to me. But children 
growing weary of what is no longer a novel- 
ty, and the parents neglecting to keep them 
to it, my hopes were quickly at an end of do- 
ing any good in this way. As I now proceed- 
ed in a weekly courſe of preaching, I wanted 
that my hearers ſhould have aſked me ſome 
queſhons; propoſed their doubts and have 
raiſed objections; which would have ſhewn 
ſome deſire and concern on their part, to be 
eſtabliſhed in the truth. But I really was 
diſſatisfied with their paſſive and eaſy behavi- 
our, as they never ſtarted any argument at all. 
This ſeemed to indicate, that they were the 
more reſolved againſt perſuaſion and convic- 
tion. But amidſt the darkneſs of paganiſm 
which reigns in theſe parts, the natives have 
ſome notion of a Deity. I never ſpoke with 
one of them, who did not confeſs belief m a 
Supreme Being; yet, their idea of God does 
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not riſe above that of his being a man, or 
like to a man. Their name for God is, Yan- 
cumpong, and by the ſame name they call 
the Heavens, or the ſky. The blacks ſpeak 


much of the ſpirits which appear to them; 
but they have little or no apprehenſions of a 


future ſtale; and they think, that the ſoul af- 


ter death keeps haunt about the body, and 1s 
latent in, or near its repoſitory ; and upon 
this notion, their cuſtom muſt be founded, of 
ſetting pots and baſons with other pieces of 
furniture and utenſils, at the graves of their 
kindred, there to remain for the uſes of the 
dead; theſe articles are never known to be 
ſtolen away, but when 1t happens that they 
are broken, or conſumed by length of time, 
their living friends do not always remember 
to replace the deficiency with new ones, — 

What is ſaid in ſome Books of Voyages, of 
the Guinea negroes ſacrificing to the Devil, 
may have ſome truth in it; but I never 
could learn, by any clear information, that 
it is practiſed on the Gold coaſt. But the 
Blacks of Cape- coaſt are very oppoſite to any 
thing of this kind, for they ſeem rather to 


hold him at defiance: At a certain time of 
| the year, which is in October, when he is 


imagined 
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imagined to get among them, they run with 
ſtones and fire-ſticks, in a frantic manner, 


and continue ſhouting and throwing, till he 
is compleatly driven out, and the town de- 


livered from him. The Negro ſtories of ap- 


paritions ſtand upon an equal credibility 
with others of the ſame kind. What I am 
going to mention I had from a worthy gen- 
tleman, who was told it by a Caboſheer of 
his town. The Caboſheer walking one day 
to a neighbouring Kroom, or town, along 
the ſea-ſands, ſaw a man before him coming 
forward in great haſte, whom he was well 
acquainted with; and as he drew near, being 
ſtill intent upon his ſpeed, he called to him 
to ſtop a little ; the other, making ſigns that 
he was in a hurry, ran paſt him, and conti- 
nued his pace. — When the Caboſheer arri- 
ved at the town, and found a concourſe of 
people in the market-place, he aſked the 
reaſon of it, and was told, that ſuch a man's 
head had juſt then been taken off, He ſaid 
it could not be, for he had met him in the 
way and ſpoke to him. But the anſwer was 
made, that it was ſo, and if he queſtioned 
the truth of it, he might ſee the parts of 
him, and be convinced by his own eyes. 
C2 Tur 
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Tux diſcouragement I met with from 
Anamaboe, did not hinder my coming there 


as a ſtranger. Witham Anſab, the ſon of 


John Courantee, deſiring a viſit from me, I 
went to ſee him. His father, then about 80 
years of age, had been a noted warrior, and 
kept all thoſe parts in ſubjection to him, by 
the terror of his ſword. He maintained his 
authority, and was ſtill formidable to his 
neighbours ; though he had done with mili- 
tary affairs, and was better employed, in 
making peace among his own people, who 
were every day coming to him with their 


pallavers. His time for buſineſs was before 


nine in the morning, and the hinins and the 
cabofheers fat with him at his houſe to hear 
litigants, and determine their diſputes, which 
were ſometimes very long and clamorous, 
agitated with much ge ſticulation, and a great 
air of paſſion. When any thing more than 
ordinary was to be done, it was brought to 
an hearing by three or four o'clock in the 
morning. From nine in the morning till 
three in the afternoon, he /at in a bathing- 
tub, having a flaſk of rum ſtanding by him, 
and ſmoaking tobacco out of a long pipe, 
the head of which reſted upon the ground. 
He 
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He admitted me to the honour of ſeeing 
him the ſame evening that I came there; 
and hearing me ſay, I had begun to teach a 
ſchool at Cape-coaſt, the Caboſheer grew 
pleaſant, repeated ſome letters of the alpha- 
bet, and told me, that he had been a chi 
there. Anamaboe, as being the principal of 
three towns, which are ſituated near toge- 
ther, gives name to the other two, which 
are otherwiſe called the fiſhing town, and 
Agar. It is a place of the ſame conſequence 
to our Guinea trade, that Cormantee formerly 
was, which is lower down, and belongs now 
to the Dutch. — After my return from 
thence, they that attended my lecture came 
again to hear me, as uſual, every Tueſday, 
at their King's houſe; he having granted me 
the uſe of it before. But, my audience was 
ſmall, and did not increaſe. I purpoſed 
- ſometimes to try them with queſtions upon 
ſuch points as I had handled before, in ſet 
diſcourſes. But, either they were afraid to 
diſcover ignorance, or they did not care to 
confeſs what they knew,—and 7 could get 
very little out of them. Their King was not 
ſo relerved : he ſeemed to be well ſatisfied in 
the Chriſtian religion, ſo 1 hoped he would 


have 
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have become a convert to it, and made a 
public renunciation of the Pagan errors. — 
As a great part of their ſuperſtition conſiſts 
in the wearing feſiz/ies, or pieces of gold, 
ſingle beads, little ſhells, and the teeth of 
ſome animal, which are purchaſed of their 
conjurors at an exorbitant rate, as good 
againſt poiſons, witchcraft, and other dire- 
ful accidents ; this popular deluſion was too 
much in the way for any true ſenſe. of reli- 
gion to be implanted in them. The prnins 
were as much poſſeſſed with it as the com- 
mon people. — The King told me, he had 
been engaged once in battle, when a friend 
of his was very courageous upon the ſtrength 
of his fetzh; by which he held himſelf to 
be proof againſt every kind of military wea- 
pon; and having been boaſting of it, had 
ſcarce done ſpeaking, before there went a 
muſquet ball through him, in the very part 
of his breaſt, on which his potent /etr/h 
hung. 


I Had frequently ſpoken to one man about 
thoſe ſmall wares, and endeavoured to con- 
vince him they were of no efficacy. I did 
at laſt, with much ado, perſuade him to part 

with 
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E 
with thoſe he had, and he delivered them in- 
to my hands, all except one. I aſked him 
what was the ſpecial virtue of tat, above 
the reſt? He ſaid, he had loſt one of his 
children, and if he took off that fetiſh he ſhould 
loſe the other. But it was little more than a 
year after, that this wretch attempted to kill 
his own child, upon ſome perſon's head, with 
whom he had a quarrel. This monſtrous 


practice of killing upon another's head, as 


they term it, is to ſerve a revenge, when the 
malicious purpoſe cannot otherwiſe be ob- 
tained. The ſacrifice is made of any diffe- 
rent party; and by this, the blood-ſhedder 
ſubjects his adverſary to a proſecution, the 
ſame as if he himſelf had committed the fact. 
I think, I have heard of ſome, who have, 
from the ſame motive, deſtroyed themſelves. 
The town of Cape-coaft has a good number 
of Mulattos. As moſt of the adults among 
them had been baptiſed, ſome by chaplains 
of men of war, and others of them, by the 
chaplains of the garriſon in former years, it 
was natural enough to think, that theſe 
would readily have accepted of a teacher, 
and been deſirous to have the nature of their 


baptiſm expounded to them ; eſpecially as 


they 


„„ 
they have ſome notion of privilege accruing 
from it, and. value themſelves upon their 


Chriſtian name, accounting it an honourable. 


diſtinction.— Inſtead of this they avoided me; 
and I may truly ſay of them, that they are 
more heathaniſh than even the Negroes. But 
in order that they might have a more invit- 
ing opportunity for inſtruction, I propoſed 
to attend them at a time and place by them- 
ſelves ;. and for fix Sundays together, they 
formed a ſmall congregation, and I diſcour- 
ſed them at intervals, as occaſion preſented: 
I went likewiſe to ſeveral of their houſes, 
and there talked to, and exhorted them. — 
But my endeavours with theſe Mulattos made 
good that paſſage in the parable of the /ower ; 
Some ſeeds fell upon ſtony places, where 
« they had not much earth; and forthwith 
« they.ſprang up, becauſe they had no deep- 
« nels of earth ; and when the ſun was up, 


« they were ſcorched, and becauſe they had 


« not root they withered away.” The ginins 
being one day with me at my chamber, as I 
was ſaying ſomething upon a point of reli- 
gion, I obſerved ſome of them to laugh; 
which behaviour of theirs, I told them, was 
not becoming, as I was ſpeaking to them 
| of 
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of a ſerious matter. For this they made apo- 
logy, that it was Heir way of receiving any 
knowledge or information of what was good. 
The people in general indeed were ſo well 
behaved, that when the town ſwarmed with 
their frantic ſports upon making cuſtom, I 
could go peaceably through the crowd, and 
they did not moleſt me. But after I had left 
off preaching to them, though it was they 
themſelves had broken it off by their non- 
attendance, I met with ſome rubs; which, 
though not of much account, and only from 
ſingle perſons, yet being not uſual, and fol- 
lowing ſoon after, I imputed to that cauſe; 
which, if it was the ground of a reſentment, 
ſhewed only their perverſeneſs, in taking of- 
fence at being denied the further opportu- 
nity of what they neglected, while they had 
it. The practice and cuſtom of killing ſlaves, 
at the death of a Caboſheer, 1s leſs uled than 
formerly. It was done once at Anamaboe, 
whilſt I lived 1n thoſe parts. A man and 
woman had their heads cut off, after dan- 
cing a prelude to their own tragedy. It is 
probable, another age will aboliſh this re- 
lick of barbarity. The governors and 
chiefs of forts interpoſing their authority 

D might 
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might perhaps at once break it. I will here 
relate the manner of taking eli, as I ſaw 
it while I was there. The Cape- coaſt Blacks 
are ſworn by the /eti/h, with giving them 
water to drink out of a veſſel made of cop- 


per, the ordinary uſe of which is in cleaning 


their gold-duſt, and they call it a blow- fan. 
This water is rendered facred and operative, 
by the Caboſheer's ſtring of Ag 1 beads 
put into it, and the quantity is about a large 
tea-cup full. Before they drink 1t, they fay 
to this effect: May the /etr/h kill them by 
that draught, if they take it in a falſe matter; 
or, (if binding themſelves to conditions) if 
they do not duly execute ahd perform the 
lame. It one party refuſe to take 1t, the 
cauſe is declared againſt him, and the other 
has herou, (i. e.) chalk put into his hand, in 
token of the verdict being given for him. — 
But when the oppoſite parties in a cauſe 
both drink, the pallaver is ſuſpended for a 
time, to wait the operation of the bead wa- 
ter, or the confeſſion of the guilty one; 
which confeſſion has been known to be made, 
with great remorſe and perturbation of mind, 
the perſon fancying that the eiu, has ſeized 
him. But when the pallaver comes on 
| again, 
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again, and both ſides are peremptory, there 
is another kind of /e{;/k to decide the mat- 


ter, which is immediately done. They call 
this adom, and 1t 1s drinking water by large 
pots full, t one party vomits, and which- 
ever throws up firſt, is adjudged to have the 
right of the cauſe. That which I ſaw at 
Anamaboe was attended with ſome odd ſo- 
lemnities: there were let three veſſels cover- 
ed over, containing ſome things of their ſu- 
perſtition; one of them, which was like an 
hamper, appeared, through the ſides of it, 
to be full of ſheeps, or goats ſkulls, 'The 
parties ſtood near to drink the /etz/h water, a 
man and a woman—then there came one 


with a knife, and cut off, firſt a pairing of 


the nail, of one of the man's fingers, which 
he put under the covering of one of the vel- 
ſels. Then he cut off one of his toe nails 
next he cropped off a lock of his hair ; and 
laſtly, he ſcraped his tongue, conveying 
what he took off ſeparately under the cloth, 
When the woman had been ordered in the 
ſame manner, and they had thus devoted 
themlelves, ioo corpore, upon the truth of 
what they were going to depoſe, the man 


walked thrice round the aþbaralus, with 2 
D 2 wooden 


E a 3 


wooden inſtrument which was put into his 
hand, and then gave it to the woman, who 
did the ſame, and they drank the water, 
(about a pint each) which finiſhed the cere- 
mony. From Anamaboe I proceeded to 
Tantumquerry, and preached two Sundays 
at the Engliſh fort; I alſo gave a diſcourſe 
to the Blacks, but they did not receive it to 
my ſatisfaction. I was kindly entertained 
by Mr. Brew, then chief of the fort, but 
there was no proſpect of doing any thing 
with the natives. Some leagues below this, 
there is a town called Winnaba, which has 
an Engliſh fort. At this town there lived 
an old eit man. He was an oracle to all 
the people in thoſe parts, and gave reſpon- 
ſes out of a kind of Temple, built up like 
an hay-ſtack, and coyered with thatch from 
top to bottom, having no window, and only 
an. obſcure entrance into it, Upon being 
conſulted on any occaſion, he entered alone; 
the fabrick preſently began to ſhake, to the 
great altomſhment and terror of the bye- 
| Rangers; but, being extremely old, he can- 
not now exerciſe the prop ſo ably as in 
times paſt; and ſo his temple ſtands the 
firmer, if the profits do not come in quite ſo 

copioully. 
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copiouſly. I had gone down to Winneba 
only for a day or two, and being returned 
to Tantumquerry, it happened that a young 
child in the fort, about two months old, was 
taken ſick; and there came a ſetiſi woman 
to the mother, and told her, that for ſome 
reward ſhe would cauſe the child to ſpeak 
what was the matter with it? — The poor 
mother was glad, for the ſake of her infant, 
and perhaps too for a little curioſity's ſake, 
to embrace the offer. She therefore encou- 
raged the woman, and informed her huſband 
of the propoſal, who, deſirous of obſerving 
how the cheat was to be managed, conſent- 
ed readily ; promiſed largely, and bid high. 
The ſhe-conjuror then began to beat upon 
the floor with a bundle of green twigs, and, 
after a good while, there was a noiſe like 
that of little birds, which ſhe made with her 
mouth, but without moving her lips. — This 
was to be ſuppoſed the child's voice, of 
which ſhe gave the interpretation to its pa- 
rents.—But as it was not entirely ſatisfactory 
to ſome perſons preſent, ſhe went on again 
with her rods for ſome minutes longer, and 


at laſt gave it over, not in the leaſt abaſhed; 
; | but 
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but ſaid, ſhe could not make it do, „be- 
© cauſe there were white men in the room. 


I HAD been ſtrongly invited by my friend 
Mr. Young, the then commander of Acra 
fort, to go, and ſtay with him, that I might 
make a trial with the Blacks of his town, 
and ſee how they were diſpoſed to receive the 
Chriſtian religion. But, my endeavours 
having already met with ſo much defeat, I 
was too doubtful of the ſucceſs, to embrace 
the propoſal. The firſt negro I baptiſed up- 
on African ground was a factor's ſervant, 
who, by having the advantage of. under- 
ſtanding Engliſi very well, and a good ca- 
pacity, made an extraordinary progreſs in 
the Chriſtian knowledge ; of which he gave 
proof before ſeveral gentlemen, at his bap- 
tiſm ; in whole preſence I examined him up- 
on many points of doctrine, beſides the ſe- 
veral articles of the creed. But I cannot 
commend his after-behaviour. He was in- 
deed the beſt taught of any of his colour 
that I ever had, and he made the worſt uſe 
of his inſtruction. Some time after, I bap- 
tiled three others, one of whom was my 
hired ſervant. Theſe were al? the adults 

| that 
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that I chriſtened in the year 1759, the ſecond 
year of my being there. When the Blacks 
would not be held any longer to a meeting, 
I had no way left but to apply myſelf to in- 
dividuals, and take them one by one. This 
mode of private teaching I inſiſted on, and 
followed with more diligence now than be- 
fore; I wiſh I could ſay with more effect ! — 
It did well in /ome inſtances, but failed in a 
great many. They had no principles to 
graft any thing upon. I could not find, 
by what handle I might take them. As to 
their ſenſe of vice, and of virtue, they have 
only cold and unaffecting notions of both. 
And though no- perſons have more of the 
natural uſe of hope and fear, as to /enjible 
objects, no great impreſſion was made upon 
them by /þrritual matters. The Chriſtian 
religion, they call white man's faſhton ; and 
they ſay, * Ag man knows beſt—but Black 
man follow nan's faſhion ; * which was 
as much as to tell me, they would not be 
put out of {hezr own way; I had thoſe, in- 
deed, that I hoped would have come into 
my way, and did promile very fair for it; 
but they took a ſudden turn, and were irre- 
coverably loſt to the expectation J had con- 

ceived 
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ceived of them; which were two men of 
very Chriſtian-like behaviour; and what had 
induced this change I cannot ſay. —My not 
being acquainted with the language, I had 
all along confidered as a diſadvantage, not 
to be compounded for, at any rate; for if I 
could have had an interpreter, though ever 
ſo. well qualified, (i. e. as a common lin- 
guiſt) yet there would have been this failure, 
that it were impoſſible he ſhould know how 
ta expreſs the doctrine and articles of the 
Chriſtian religion by ſuitable words, or, for 
want of theſe, by phraſes or equivalent pa- 
riphraſes; in the uſe of which one could 
not be competently grounded without firſt 
profeſſing ſome {kill in the tongue, ſo 
that I was not to neglect ſuch means and 
opportunity as I could have to learn it. — 


The language of the coaſt is very various, 


each nation having that which is peculiarly 
its own, though ſome of them are ſcarcely 
wider in their bounds than one of our lar- 


geſt pariſhes, only they are thicker peopled. 
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The Fantee is the moſt extenſive of any f 


the maritime tongues; it is the ſole dialect 
of the Cape-coaſt Blacks, although they are 


independent of the government of Fantyn ; 
and 
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and it is occaſionally ſpoken as far as be- 
twixt Cape Apollonia, to the river Volta; that 
is, about three hundred miles. My method 
in learning what I know of the Fantee, was 
by taking pen and paper to it; firſt aſking 
the names of things, and then entering them 
down in writing; which, for the greater 
certainty and exactneſs, I demanded at dif- 
ferent times, and of ſeveral perſons. But 
ſuch teachers are the Blacks, that notwith- 
ſtanding all this care on my part, I found, 
ſometime after, upon reviſal of my papers, 
that I had collected only an heap of falittes ; 
for, inſtead of giving a word by itſelf, they 
would either join with it a pronoun, or an 
epithet, or elſe a particle, or give the plural 
number for the ſingular; and ſometimes join 
a ſubſtantive and verb together, inſtead of 
ſpeaking the one ſingly by itſelf, = There is 
that impetuoſity in their temper, that makes 
them ſpeak their words very quick; beſides, 
they utter themſelves in a kind of melted 
voice, which makes their pronunciation more 
indiſtinct; and what renders it yet more 
puzzling, they will ſpeak the ſame word dif- 
ferent ways: as for example - to ſignify a 
tree, they ſay wdweak, and eduah, and ed- 
E wean. 
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weah.— The fact is, they know they ſhould 


ſpeak ſomething like it; but having no ſtand- 


ard for the propriety of their language, the 
ſame perſon ſhall pronounce the word with 
theſe ſeveral variations. — This is a ſpecimen 
of the miſery of learning languages, without 
either-the help of books, or the inſtruction 
of a proper muſes. 

In- the year 1755, 1 brought to Chr:ſta- 
nity two Blacks; and the next, (which was 


the laſt of my abode in thoſe parts) bapir/ed 


two more perſons, one of which was a Black, 


and the other a Mulatto. The Goſport man 
of war being on the coaſt in 1755, Captain 
Edwards, as the climate did not agree with 
my health, generouſly offered me a paſſage 
to England. The Harmattan winds ſetting 
in as uſual in the month of December, which 
are eaſterly winds,” which blow for the ſpace 
of five or ſix weeks together, and render 
this ſeaſon of the year very unwholeſome, 
a malignant fever began among the ſoldiers, 
which cauſed a great mortality. - Scarce any 
who were ſeized with it recovered. Theſe 
breezes are attended with very thick fogs ; 
and beſides their eſſect upon human bodies, 
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in chilling and obſtructing perſpiration, are 
ſo dry and parching, as to warp any thing 
of wood, ſo that the ſhip-decks ſtart their 
planks, though watered every day.— The ſick- 
neſs at this Caſtle was preceeded by one of 
the like peſtilential kind, at the Dutch caſtle 
of Elmina, three leagues weſtward; of which 
the general, Mr. Degater, and his lady, 
whom he had brought with him from Hol- 
land, both died, and a great number of per- 


ſons, both in the garriſon and in the town. 


The rage of the diſtemper was over there, 


when we were viſited; but we loſt about 


twenty perſons in the caſtle, in leſs than fix 
weeks, including the governor, Mr. Melvil, 

and his ſucceſſor. On the 17th of February, 
1756, I ſet out in my voyage, bound to the 
Weſt- Indies. We came, on the 5th of April, 


to Antigua, proceeded from thence to St. 


Chriſtopher, and on the 13th of June I arri- 
ved in London, 1n health and ſafety ;—bleſ- 
ſed be the good Providence of Almighty God / 


FINIS. 


